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Papal message for dads ON THE 
MARCH 

VATICAN OTY (CNS) .- When their 
lives are all work and no play, 
men turn their children into 
"orphans" who lack a father 
to guide them, show them 
love and teach them values, 
Pope Francis said . 

''They are orphans in a 
family because their fathers 
are often absent, also physi­
cally, from home, but above 
all because when they are 

Human 
trafficking 

CNS PHOTO/l'OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA REU TERS 

A tapestry portrait of StJosephine 
Bakhita,an African slave who died in 
1947, hangs from the facade of St. Peter's 
Basilica during her canonization in 2000 
atthe Vatican.St. Bakhita was born in the 
Darfur region of what is now Sudan. Her 
feast day i s Feb.S, which this year is the 
first International Day of Prayer and 
Awareness against Human Trafficking. 
FULL STORIES, PAGES 4,5 &11 

Fire in 
Champlain 
Can St.Mary's Academy 

be saved again? 
FULL STORY, PAGE 7 

home they don't act like fa­
thers, they don't dialogue 
with their children, they 
don't fulfill their role as edu­
cators, they don't give their 
children, by way of their ex­
ample and their words, those 
principles, values and rules 
of life that they need like 
bread," he said. 

At his general audience 
Jan. 28, the pope continued a 

series of talks on the family 
by focusing on the role of the 
father. 

Speaking to some 7,000 
people gathered in the Paul 
VI audience hall, Pope Fran­
cis said that in the past, fa­
thers were sometimes too 
authoritarian, treating their 
children like "servants" and 
not helping them take re­
sponsibility for forging their 

own way in life . 
"However, as often hap­

pens, we have gone from one 
extreme to another," the 
pope said. 

"The problem today does 
not seem to be so much the 
overbearing presence of fa­
thers as much as it is rather 
their absence, their hiding" 
from their responsibility as 
parents, he said. 

IN CELEBRATION OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Five priests and a deacon were on hand for the Jan. 26 Mass at Holy Family School in Malone, opening Catholic Schools Week. 
In front are servers Stephen Dwyer, Briegh Nelson and Angela Dwyer. In back are Fathers Howard J. Venette, Constable; Father 
Joseph W. Giroux, Malone; Deacon Brian. T. Dwyer, Chateaugay; Father Justine Thomas, Malone; Father John 1 looby, Chateaugay 
and Father Garvin J. Demarais, Plattsburgh. 

Youth stand 
up for life 

PHOTO BY COLLEEN MINER 
Mary Kate Wainwright and Emily 
Bush of Stjames Parish in Gou­
verneur joined three busloads of 
young people from the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg to take part in the an­
nual March for Life in Washington, 
D.C.,Jan.22. The Youth Buses for Life 
departed the North CountJy on the 
evening of Jan.21 traveling through 
the night, and anived in Washington, 
DC.in the morning to participate in the 
Youth Rally and Massfor Life attheVer­
iron Center. Colleen Miner,diocesan di­
rector of respect life ministry, writes 
aboutthe experience and adds a \Wrd 
of thanks to those who donate to the 
annual Respect Life collection which 
makes the Youth Buses possible 

FULL STORY, PAGES 8-9 

LAYMINISTRYSUNDAY: Feb 15 is kick-off for next Formation program ... p. 6 
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FROM THE HOLY FATHER 

Salvation is for all God's people 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Christ showed 

that the way to draw close to 
God is not by putting down 
other people and creating an ex­
clusive club, but by embraCing 
and encouraging others to love 
and do good works, Pope Fran­
cis said. 

Christians can end up "priva­
tizing" the faith when they be­
lieve "salvation is for me and my 
little group, not for the entire 
people of God," the pope said 
jan. 29 during the homily at his 
early morning Mass. 

'This is a very big mistake ; it 
is what we call and see as 'eccle­
sial elites.' When these little 
groups are created among the 
people of God," he said, "they 
think they are good Christians, 

A PASTOR'S PERSPEGIVE 

and perhaps they have good in­
tentions, but they are little 
groups that have privatized sal­
vation." 

The pope's homily focused on 
a reading from Hebrews 10: 19-
25, talking about Christ's one 
sacrifice for all and about perse­
vering in faith . The reading ex­
plains how jesus' sacrifice 
opened "a new and living way" 
that allows Christians to enter 
God's presence. 

Each person's personal en­
counter with Christ -- the expe­
rience that "the Lord looked at 
me, gave his life for me, opened 
this door, this new way for me" 
-- might lead some people to 
forget that jesus also saved 
each person as "a people, as a 

church," the pope said. 
"The Lord saves us as a peo­

ple," he said, which is what the 
reading underlines when it talks 
about the need "to rouse one an­
other to love and good works" 
and not "stay away from our as­
sembly, as is the custom of 
some, but to encourage one an­
other." 

Encouraging each other in ho­
liness recognizes that "salvation 
isn't just for me. If I understand 
salvation in this way, I am 
wrong; I'm on the wrong path. 
The privatization of salvation is 
the wrong way," he said. 

Sometimes "when we are in a 
meeting -- at the parish, with a 
group -- we judge others," he 
said, and "there is a kind of con-

tempt for the others. And this is 
not the door, the new and living 
way that the Lord opened." 

By "scorning others, deserting 
the whole community, deserting 
the people of God," these Chris­
tians "have privatized salvation" 
thinking it is exclusive to their 
inner circle of "elites," he said . 
But "God saves us as a people, 
not as elites that we, with our 
way of understanding the faith, 
have created." 

Instead, the three elements of 
jesus' "new and living" way are: 
having "faith in jesus who puri­
fies us ," having unwavering 
hope in his promise and looking 
outward to encourage one an­
other to be loving and charita­
ble, he said . 

Profound influence of Thomas Merton 
Thomas Merton would have 

turned 100 years old this year 
if he were still alive. 

I hope that you remember 
Thomas Merton. I write often 
about him - his writings have 
had a profound influence on 
me. Merton was a Trappist 
monk who is well known be­
cause of his many books and 
writings on the spiritual life 
and contemplative prayer. 

I was in high school when I 
first discovered Thomas Mer­
ton. Someone encouraged me 
to read, "The Seven Story 
Mountain," the first book Mer­
ton published, in 1959. This 
was shortly after he had en­
tered the monastery in 1951. 

Many were quite surprised 
that this book, about his young 
life, his entrance into the 
Catholic Church, and his en­
trance into the monastery, 
would become a best seller. 
However, such it was - every­
one was reading it. 

Merton wrote many books 
over the years as well as arti­
cles and essays. They are still 
good reading, pertinent to 
most everyone's life despite 
the fact that Merton died in 
1969. He also was a letter 
writer and carried on an exten­
sive correspondence from the 

'Father Bill Say~ ' '''''''' 
. ,., til'astor22@gmail.com 

"I' 
~ 

Fr. \Villiam G. ;\1ucnch 

monastery. His letters that 
have been published fill sev­
eral volumes. 

I was quite taken by Merton 
way back in high school so I 
began investigating the Trap­
pist Order and the life of a 
monk. 

I remember talking my father 
into driving me out to visit the 
Abbey of the Genesee, a Trap­
pist Monastery near Rochester. 

I remember writing my high 
school senior term paper on 
the Trappist's and Thomas Mer­
ton. Miss Conklin was very 
surprised. 

I want to share with you a 
few ideas that Merton wrote 
about. 

To begin with, Merton often 
wrote about God's great love 
for us all. He writes this, 'To 
say that I am made in the 
image of God is to say that love 
is the reason for my existence, 
for God is love. Love is my 
true identity. Selflessness is 

my true self. Love is my true 
character. Love is my name." 

I have preached often on 
God's love for us all. Merton 
sees that that means that we 
consider our whole existence is 
love. Our love gives us an iden­
tity, a true identity. Love must 
be so much of who we are -
that love is my name. 

Merton writes a great deal 
about love and what love 
means. This monk was not iso­
lated from the reality and im­
portance of relationships mean 
life. 

He writes, "The beginning of 
love is to let those we love be 
perfectly themselves and not 
to trust them to fit our own 
image." 

Am I open in my relation­
ships -letting those who are 
close to me to be themselves? 

Merton often wrote about his 
vocation as a monk which 
leads me to understand my 
own vocation. I am certain 
that his writings had quite an 
influence on my own vocation. 

Merton writes this, "Discover­
ing vocation does not mean 
scrambling toward some prize 
just beyond my reach but ac­
cepting the treasure of true self 
I already possess . Vocation 
does not come from a voice 

out there calling me to be 
something I am not. It comes 
from a voice in here calling me 
to be the person I was born to 
be, to fulfill the original self­
given me at birth by God ." 

Even at this age, I continue to 
try and understand my own 
vocation. I have thought about 
why I became a priest over the 
years. I have tried to make 
sense of it so that I could share 
it with others, in hopes that 
they might consider entering 
the priesthood or religious life. 

In this quote, Merton adds to 
the discussion of some impor­
tant ideas . Vocation is not 
some sort of call from a God 
who far away - an impersonal 
God off in space somewhere. 
Rather it demands an under­
standing of how truly blessed a 
person is, helping him or her 
to see, "the treasure of their 
true self' a self that is already 
possessed. 

That call that is vocation is 
God leading individuals to dis­
cover who they are - who they 
were born to be - a self-given 
person at birth by God. 

Thus , Merton adds, "A man 
knows when he has found his 
vocation when he stops think­
ing about how to live and be­
gins to live. 
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Communities to 
open their doors 
to visitors Feb. 8 

WATERTOWN - Four religious 
communities in Watertown 
will join congregations 
around the world with open 
houses Sunday as part of 
the observance of the Year 
of Consecrated Life. 

The Congregations of the 
Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart, 668 Thompson St.; 
the Sisters of the Cross, 866 
Arsenal St.; the Sisters of the 
Precious Blood, 400 Pratt St. 
and the Sisters of St. joseph, 
1425 Washington St. will 
hold open houses in each of 
their community houses 
from 1 p.m. to 4. 

All are invited to visit 
each of the communities to 
learn more about the his­
tory, the mission and work 
of the religious men and 
women in their Congrega­
tions. 

Opportunities for a tour 
through each community 
house will be offered. Re­
freshments will also be 
available at each place. 

"Let us continue to pray 
for more vocations to the 
Consecrated Life, said St. 
joseph Sister Mary Eamon 
Lyng, major superior of the 
Sisters of St. joseph. "We 
look forward to your visit 
with us." 

In response to Pope Francis 
Dominican Sister Marie 

Bernadette Thompson, 
council coordinator of the 
Council of Major Superiors 
of Women Religious, an­
nounced the open houses 
during an Oct. 1 press con-

ference at the Washington 
headquarters of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bish­
ops (USCCB.) 

"I am excited to announce 
to you this unique opportu­
nity that will be taking place 
on February 8, 2015," she 
said. "In response to Pope 
Francis' announcement of 
this special year of Conse­
crated Life, religious houses 
around the country will be 
opening our doors for 
everyone to come and meet 
their 'brothers and sisters' 
as we welcome all to come 
and see our religious life. 

''This event will be open to 
all: families, the young and 
the old, parishioners and 
those who are not part of 
our church, friends and 
neighbors," she said. 

"Have you ever wondered 
what a brother or sister 
does all day?" Sister Marie 
Bernadette said. "What 
would make a young man or 
woman give up their family, 
their home, or their career 
and dedicate their life to 
God? 

"On February 8 at the 
Open House Day you will be 
able to find out the answers 
to all of these questions and 
learn more about the lives 
of those who have promised 
to follow Christ through the 
vows of poverty, chastity, 
and obedience throughout 
history,both the saints who 
were inspired first to follow 
the call, and the men and 
women who continue to fol­
low in their footsteps 
today," she said 

CELEBRATION OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Seton Academy and Seton Catholic in Plattsburgh celebrated the beginning of Catholic Schools Week at St.Alexander's Church in 
Morrisonville on Jan. 24. Haley Murnane and Peter Wylie were part of the handbell choir that played at Communion time. 

Participants of RCIA look 
ahead to Rite of Election 

OGDENSBURG - Participants of 
The Rite of Christian Initia­
tion of Adults (RCIA) of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg are 
gearing up for the Rite of 
Election and the Call to Con­
tinuing Conversion to be 
held March llat 2:30 p.m. at 
St. Mary's Cathedral. 

Many parishes recently cel­
ebrated the Rite of Accept­
ance of Catechumens (those 
not yet baptized and want to 
join the Catholic Church) and 
Candidates (those baptized 
but never having celebrated 
the other sacraments of initi­
ation). 

These individuals have 
been discerning and learning 
more deeply about Christian 
teachings and are looking 
forward to celebrating the 
sacraments of Christ and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

During the Rite of Election 
and the Call to Continuing 
Conversion the catechumens 
will be presented to the As­
sembly. 

They will be invited to en­
roll their names with their 
sponsors (Godparents) as 
witness in the Book of the 
Elect. 

At that time Bishop Terry 
LaValley will declare them 
members of the elected for 
Baptism to be initiated into 
the sacred mysteries at the 
Easter Vigil in April on Satur­
day evening April 4 in their 
individual parishes. 

"Please keep these people 
in your prayers," said julia 
LaShomb of Massena, a 

member of the Catechume­
nate Committee of the Dio­
cese of Ogdensburg. 

"There are many areas in 
your parish where the RCIA 
team could use your help," 
she said, "Ask your pastor 
what you can do." 

NOrTH COUNTry CaTHOLIC Has GONe GreeN 
Here is what one subscriber has III say: 

'What a pleasure to be able to read the North Country 
Catholic online. I am pleased that it has been offered in 
this manner - as sometimes I don't have time to sit and 

read a paper - but when I can't sleep at night - I log 
onto the computer. Very nice ges ture - thanks" 

To sign up to receive the HCCin your e-mail you can call our office at 
315-608-7556 
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What is human trafficking and where is it happening? 

Modern day slavery 
By Sister Bethany Fitzgerald 
Contributing writer 

WATERTOWN- More than 50 people from the North 
Country gathered at the Sisters of St. joseph Moth­
erhouse jan. 25 to pray, to learn and to take action 
to help eradicate modern day slavery. 

The afternoon began with a Prayer to End 
Human Trafficking recalling the life and courage 
of St. josephine Bakhita. 

This was followed by the words of Pope Francis 
from 2015 World Day of Peace "No Longer Slaves, 
But Brothers and Sisters:" 

"I urgently appeal to all men and women of good 
will, and all those near or far, including the highest 
levels of civil institutions, who witness the scourge 
of contemporary slavery, not to become accom­
plices to this evil, not to turn away from the suf­
ferings of our brothers and sisters, our fellow 
human beings, who are deprived of their freedom 
and dignity," Pope Francis said .. Instead, may we 
have the courage to touch the suffering flesh of 
Christ, revealed in the faces of those countless 
persons whom he calls "the least of my brothers 
and sisters." 

Three contemporary stories of people caught in 
the web of human trafficking were shared : one 
was a woman, another a American teenager and 
another was a family of farm and construction 
workers. 

Two presenters - Agents juan Adames and Tim­
othy Losito from Homeland Security Investigation 
Outreach Program (in lieu of David Bugg our orig­
inal speaker who was unable to come) - offered an 
informative, thought provoking and challenging 

INIERNATIONAL 
OF PRAYER AND AWARENESS 

AG~I ST HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

_ ..... _ ..... < .... .-,..--< ..... _ ..... __ ..... _ . 
~T~ -

Pr8untellby 1l'I. 
Unile6 StatH ComeliJIC. 

ofC.thoticBidlop.' 
Anli-Tr,lfickingP,ogl'''' 

presentation on the reality and the world wide 
networking involved in human trafficking. 

Sadly, they said, most of the supplier countries 
for sex and labor trafficking are located in the 
poorer, developing countries while the receivers 
of these trafficked victims are in the more devel­
oped countries, including the U.S. and Canada. 

And, yes, human trafficking is happening right 

here in the U.S. and in our North Country, the 
agents said. 

Education on this reality and what to look for a 
in potential trafficking situation along with knowl­
edge of whom to call are valuable tools to assist 
law enforcement agencies to free the victims. 

One answer to the question "What can I do", was 
presented by Geneva Virkler, from the Agape Shop 
located on 136 Court St. in Watertown. 

She shared how purchasing fair trade products 
that promise a fair price for their produce (not to 
be confused with free trade) i.e. coffee, chocolate, 
tea, etc. can help families be more self-sufficient 
and less vulnerable to the false promises of traf­
fickers to provide a better life for their children. 

She mentioned one way we can assist liberated 
victims is to purchase items made by them. This 
small store has many beautiful items produced by 
10,000 Villages as well as fair trade products. To 
check out how many slaves are working for Amer­
icans, see: www. slavery footprint.org and 
www.goodguide.com. 

What positive actions are happening around 
us? 

In the U.S. january 11 was designed as Human 
trafficking Awareness Day. Last year on the 150th 
anniversary of the emancipation of slavery, Presi­
dent Obama declared january as National Slavery 
and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. 

This year Pope Francis invited several world re­
ligious leaders to sign a declaration to work to­
ward the eradication of human trafficking by 
2020. 

On February 8, St. josephine Bakhita's feast day, 
he is calling for a world day of prayer to end this 
modern day slavery of our brothers and sisters. 

Order your 2015 Diocesan Directoryt 

The Official 2015 Directory of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg includes detailed infonnation about 

parishes. schools and other Catholic organizations. 
Order online at www.northcountrycatholic.org for 

faster delivery or fill out the fonn below. 

ST. MARY'S RA~~LE 
~ A?JZE: .1qC<Xl 

I $15.00 I 
each 

Make checks payable to: 
North Country Catholic 

PO Box 106 
Canajoharie, NY 13317 

(Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery when mailing in) 

Enclosed is my check for $ ___ for __ directories 

Name ______________________ 
1 

Address _____________________ 
1 

City ___________ State __ Zip ___ _ 

Enter for your chance to win $10,000 (ASH! 
(Winner pays NY5 sales tax) Drawing will be held AprilS, 2015. 
2 Mini prizes of $100 wi ll be drawn on Feb. 8th and March 8th 

All proceeds to benefi t 51. Mary's Church in Canton and its ministries. 
Ca ll the parish office at 315-386-2543 or fi ll outthe form below for tickets. 

1- - - - - - - - - - St.M~rY'~(hu~(h - - - - - - - - - -
68 (ourt Street 

1 
(anton, NY 13617 

: NAME _ ____ ___ _ _______ _ 

1 ADDRE55 _______________ _ 

1 ______ -------------

: Telephone ________________ _ 

Number ofTickets __ Amount of check $ ____ _ 
$10 EACH or 6 for $50 

N((I 
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Trafficking victims are our sisters and brothers 
By Kathleen M.Gallagher 
NCC columnist 

Human trafficking has al­
ways sounded like a far­
away problem to me. Sure, I 
knew it existed, but 
I've always imagined 
it to be a scandal in 
other countries like 
India, China, Thai­
land, and Malaysia. 
That way I've been 
able to compartmen­
talize it and label it 
as someone else's 
problem. We've got 
plenty of our own 
problems here at 
home without worry­
ing about problems 
abroad, I reasoned. 

Kathleen 
Gallagher 

But a few weeks ago the 
Albany County Sheriff - yes, 
that Albany, the capital city 
of New York State - an­
nounced a sweep of four 
massage parlors and 10 ar­
rests , the results of a human 
trafficking investigation on 
the streets of Albany. 

The unlicensed "spas" 

have been shuttered, but 
the really sad part is that 
nine of the 10 people seized 
are women who were 
brought to the Capital Re­
gion for the express pur­
pose of being exploited as 

prostitutes. 
Terrified to speak 

up, fearful for their 
lives and their fami­
lies, they are victims 
of sex trafficking. 

Right here at home. 
Tragically, New 

York is a hub for 
human trafficking. 
Vulnerable women 
and children, and 
even men, are 
bought and sold, 
raped and threat-

ened , abused and enslaved 
on a daily basis, for some­
one else's benefit. 

Pope Francis has said that 
trafficking "is an open 
wound on the body of con­
temporary society, a 
scourge upon the Body of 
Christ. .. a crime against hu­
manity." 

It is, in fact, modern-day 

slavery, and the Holy Father 
has asked all of us to take 
action to fight it. 

What can we do? 
• First, we can pray. The 

US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has designated Feb­
ruary 8 as a National Day of 
Prayer for Victims and Sur­
vivors of Human Traffick­
ing. It is the Feast of St. 
josephine Bakhita, a woman 
who lived through the an­
guish of being kidnapped 
and sold into slavery. 

Take some time to pray 
for the victims of trafficking 
here in New York State, that 
they will be open to receiv­
ing help and will be healed 
physically, spiritually and 
emotionally. Pray for them 
daily and offer a special in­
tention for them at Mass. 

• Second, we can raise 
awareness. 

Learn more about human 
trafficking at 
www.usccb .org/stopslavery. 
The US Bishops' Conference 
has put together a wealth of 
information on the subject; 
it opened my eyes to the 

breadth of the problem. 

At the end of the day, this 
is an issue of human life 

and human dignity, and all 
of us who are pro-life must 

help stop the scourge 

Then tell your friends and 
family members about this 
close-to-home crime and 
urge them to take action 
too. 

• Third, we can advocate . 
While our state has made 
some headway in fighting 
trafficking, much more can 
be done. 

Tell your State Senator 
and Assembly representa­
tive that you support the 
Trafficking Victims Protec­
tion and justice Act 
(S.7/A.506). This bill would 
stiffen penalties for traffick­
ers, facilitate their prosecu­
tion, and improve the 
referral of services to vic­
tims. Unfortunately, it has 
been one part of a 10-part 

"Women's Equality Act" that 
includes a dangerous abor­
tion expansion provision. 
Now that it has been sepa­
rated out from that package, 
it needs to be passed and 
enacted. 

Go to 
www.nyscatholic.org to 
send a note of support to 
your representatives. 

The Catholic Church as an 
institution has done a fabu­
lous job in providing shel­
ter, health care and healing 
services to trafficking vic­
tims. Now we as individuals 
have to step up. 

We cannot look the other 
way and pretend human 
trafficking doesn't affect us. 

We are the Body of Christ, 
and these are our sisters 
and brothers, many of 
whom live in our very own 
communities. Their degra­
dation is our degradation; 
their torture is our torture. 

At the end of the day, this 
is an issue of human life 
and human dignity, and all 
of us who are pro-life must 
help stop the scourge. 

Feb. 8: day of prayer against human trafficking 
WASHINGTON-The feast day of 

St. josephine Bakhita, Febru­
ary 8, has been designated as 
the first International Day of 
Prayer and Awareness 
against Human Trafficking. 

Last year, the U.S. Confer­
ence of Catholic Bishops' 
(USCCB) Committee on Mi­
gration designated such date 
as an annual day of prayer 
for survivors and victims of 
human trafficking. 

Later that year, the Pontifi­
cal Council for justice and 
Peace and the International 
Union of Superiors General at 
the Vatican, announced that 
the 2015 event will also be 
observed internationally. 

St. josephine Bakhita was 
kidnapped as a child and 
sold into slavery in Sudan 
and taken to Italy. Once 
josephine demanded her 
freedom, she entered the re­
ligious life with the Canoss­
ian sisters and dedicated her 

life to sharing her testament 
of deliverance from slavery 
and comforting the poor and 
suffering. 

The day is intended to 
raise awareness and to en­
courage reflection on the vi­
olence and injustice that 
affect the numerous victims 
of trafficking. The obser­
vance is being promoted for 
all dioceses, parishes and 
church groups. 

Pope Francis highlights in 
Evangelii Gaudium that 
human trafficking affects 
everyone. "How I wish that 
all of us would hear God's 
cry: 'Where is your brother?' 
(Gen 4:9). Where is your 
brother or sister who is en­
slaved? Where is the brother 
and sister whom you are 
killing each day in clandes­
tine warehouses, in rings of 
prostitution, in children used 
for begging, in exploiting un­
documented labour? Let us 

not look the other way. There 
is greater complicity than we 
think. The issue involves 
everyone I" Pope Francis 
wrote . 

"We couldn't be more 
thrilled that the focus will 
now be international. Our 
brothers and sisters around 
the world want to prevent 
human trafficking as much 
as we do. It's awe-inspiring to 
think that Catholics from so 
many different countries will 
gather together on the same 
day to pray for the same 
cause," said Ambassador 
johnny Young, executive di­
rector of USCCB Migration 
and Refugee Services. 

Bishop Martin Holley, aux­
iliary bishop of Washington, 
will hold a special Mass on 
Feb.8 at noon, for the victims 
and survivors of human traf­
ficking at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Im­
maculate Conception. 

Catholics who do not live 
near Washington are encour­
aged to host or attend prayer 
services or awareness-raising 
events in their own commu­
nities and parishes. 

More information is avail­
able at 
www.usccb .org/about/anti­
trafficking-program/day-of­
prayer.cfm 

USCCB's Anti-Trafficking 
Program advocates for better 

protection for victims of 
human trafficking, provides 
training and technical assis­
tance to service providers 
and educates the public on 
the prevalence of human 
trafficking. 

In 2013, USCCB launched 
the Amistad Movement to 
empower immigrants and 
local leaders to prevent 
human trafficking in their 
communities. 
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Lay Ministry Sunday to 
be observed on Feb. 15 
By Deacon Patrick Donahue 
Program coordinator, Formation for Ministry 

Bishop LaValley has desig­
nated Feb. 15th as Lay Min­
istry Sunday in parishes 
across the diocese. 

The annual celebration of 
lay ministry gives parish­
ioners the opportunity to cel­
ebrate with the nearly 1000 
commissioned lay ministers 
who serve in the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg as well as to 
keep in special prayer 80 
candidates who are prepar­
ing to become commissioned 
this summer. 

Lay Ministry Sunday also 
serves as the official "kick­
off' for the next Formation 
for Ministry campaign. This 
is a challenge to those in the 
pews who are being called to 
serve in a more active role in 
the life and the mission of 
the church. 

Bishop LaValley said, "By 
virtue of our baptism, each 
of us has the responsibility 
of proclaiming what our God 
has done for us. ... The 
Church is so enriched 
through the ministry that our 
commissioned lay ministers 

offer to their local parishes." 
The Formation for Ministry 

program is instrumental in 
helping the diocese to meet 
the goal of creating parishes 
with "living stones." The 
need for well-trained com­
missioned lay ministers in 
our Church has never been 
greater. 

Since its inception by 
Bishop Stanislaus j. Brzana in 
1990, the program has cre­
ated parish ministry oppor­
tunities for many of the 
faithful in the Diocese of Og­
densburg. The two-year pro­
gram includes course work in 
theology and ministry as 
well as participating in re­
quired retreats and work­
shops that foster formation 
in personal spirituality and 
discipleship. 

Following successful com­
pletion of the program, can­
didates become 
commissioned into ministry. 
The commissioning liturgy is 
presided over by the Bishop 
and is held at St. Mary's 
Cathedral in Ogdensburg. 

Sites for the next Forma­
tion of Ministry program 
have already been selected 
and include St. Mary's in 
Clayton, St Martin's in Port 

IMMACULATE HEART CENTRAL SCHOOL 
MYSTERY PLAYERS 

LENT 2015 

Date Place Time 
MA RC H I Summit Village Watertown 6:30 P.M. 

MA RC H 7 
SI. Alexander and 

Morrisonville 7:00 P.M. 
St. J oseph 

MARCH \3 St. Mary's Massena 7:30 P.M. 

MARCH 15 
SI. Mary's 

Ogdensburg 7:30 P.M. 
Cathed ral 

MARCH 20 St. James Cazenovia 7:30 P.M. 

MARCH 21 Holy Family Little Falls 7:30 P.M. 

MA RCH 28 Christ the King Albany 7:30 P.M. 

MARCH 29 St. Jude Wynants kill 7:30 P.M. 

MARCH 30 SI. Stephen's Phoenix 7:30 P.M. 

MARCH 31 
SI. Martin of 

New Hope, PA 7:30 P.M. 
Tours 

APRIL 1 SI. Rose of Lima New town,CT 7:30 P.M. 

APRIL 3 St. Patr ick's Watertown 7:30 P.M. 

www.ihcschools.orglspiritual-life/mystery-players 

Leyden and St Augustine's in 
Peru. Prospective candidates 
should first meet and dis­
cuss their interest with their 
pastors. Application forms 
will be available in all 
parishes after February 15th. 

Bishop LaValley said, ''This 
is an excellent means of gain­
ing personal knowledge of 
our faith and of preparing to 
participate more fully in the 
faith life of the parish family. 
We must, no matter our age, 
learn more about our faith . 

"Let us pray that more 
women and men will step 
forward and enjoy learning 
about the richness of our 
Catholic faith and commit to 
fuller participation in their 
parish through their enroll­
ment in the Formation for 
Ministry Program," he said. 

Those interested in learn­
ing more about the Forma­
tion for Ministry program 
should contact Deacon 
Patrick j. Donahue, Program 
Coordinator 315-393-2920 
ext. 1412, or by emailing 
pdonahue@rcdony.org or 
visiting the website www.rc­
dony.org/formation. 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who ha ve served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Feb.4- Rev.Joseph Redington, 1892; 
Rev. Edmund Walsh, 1925; Msgr. 
Michael R. Burns, 1932; Rev. Alexander 
Klauder, 1935; Rev. Henry McArdle, 
O.S.A., 1969; Rev.Francis Maurus 
Kearns, 1990 
Feb.S - Msgr.Thomas E.Walsh, 1901; 
Msgr. F. Gordon Coseo, 1997; Rev.John 
J.Fallon, 2005 
Feb.6 - Msgr. Gerard Gefel1,2009 
Feb.8 - Msgr. Patrick B.Riley, 1981 
Feb.9 - Rev. Claude M. F. Sal laz, O.M.I., 
1873; Rev. Joseph Weldon Barry, 1945; 
Rev. Howard James Kennedy, 1971 
Feb.l0- Rev.Zephirin Peloquin, 
M.5.c., 1944; Msgr. William J. Argy, 
2005 

Bishop's Schedule 

Feb. 4 - 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 

Feb.6-10:50 a.m., Mass at St. 
Joseph's Home in Ogdensburg 

Feb. 7 - 4 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 

Feb.8-11a.m., Mass atthe Sisters 
of SUoseph's Motherhouse in Wa­
tertown 

Feb. 9 - 9:45 a.m., Episcopal Council 
Meeting at the Bishop's Residence in 
Ogdensburg. 

Feb.l0 - 12, United States Confer­
ence of Catholic Bishops offices in 
Wash ington, D.C. 

Protecting God's Children 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has 
scheduled sessions for Protecting 
God's Children for Adults. Pre-regis­
tration online is required in order to 
participate. Participants may pre­
register at www.virtus.org by se­
lecting the registration button and 
following the directions. Al l em­
ployees and volunteers who partici­
pate in church sponsored activities 
with minor are required to partici­
pate in this training. Further infor­
mation is available from Atonement 
Sister Ellen Donahue, 315-393-
2920, ext. 1440. 
Upcoming programs: 
Feb.3 -10 a.m.,SSJ Mothershouse, 
Watertown 
Feb.3 - 5:30 p.m., St. Mary's School, 
Canton 

To Report Abuse 

If you have a complaint of suspected 
misconduct involving diocesan 
clergy, religious, employees or volun­
teers, contact: 
Victims Assistance Coordinator, Terri­
anne Yanulavich, Adult & Youth 
Counseling Services of Northern New 
York, PO Box 2446, Plattsburgh, NY, 
12901; e-mail:terrianneyan­
ulavich@yahoo.com Phone: 518-
483-3261; or Father James Seymour, 
the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy at 315-
393-2920 ,ext. 1340 
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Environmental Stewardship 

Why Do I Do What I Do? 

By Eunice Tromb~, West Chazy 
Member of Faith and Ecology Group: 

While attending an environmental 
meeting at a friend's home a few years 
ago, I was impressed that she used 
small terry cloth towels in place of 
paper napkins. I said to her,"1 know you 
look out for our environment but really, 
cloth napkins?? They're a hassle to 
wash and of coarse you're using extra 
soap, water, etc." 

She just said:"Oh, no problem, I just 
throw them in with my regular wash': 
Since then, the motto:"Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle, RepurposeJ!" has become my 
motto as well. Using washable napkins 
is just one small way in which I can re­
duce my use of paper products. I've 
even adjusted some of my habits while 
camping in the summer. 

Looking for many small, doable 
ways to reduce consumerism and elim­
inate my"throw-away"habit,such as 
not using paper products when 
reusable will work just as well, is cer­
tainly one way I can respect this won­
derful planet of ours. I may even save a 
little money while consuming fewer 
trees and reducing my landfill contri­
bution. HOWEVER, if I have to use a 
non-recyclable throw-away product, 
paper is much preferable than Styro­
foam which does not break down in 
land-fills. 

Another preferable alternative is 
paper products from 100% recycled 
paper such as what Marcal Small Steps 
produces. More information regarding 
this product can be found on line. 

At least for me, having a mind-set 
with those 4 R's is not a bad attitude to 
cultivate and does not demand a 
whole lot oftime, effort, or money to 
live by -while trying to set an example 
for myfourgrandchildren who have al­
ready inherited this planet we live on. I 
have a dear friend who never buys 
paper towels for cleaning purposes. 
She only uses rags made from clothing 
no longer useable. I am not atthat 
point of never using paper toweling 
but I am using considerably less than I 
use to. I'm still learning. 

It just takes a certain mind-set and 
a love for all of God's creation. 
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A fire at SMA: the aftermath 
By Shan Moore 
Staff writer 

CHAMPLAIN - Can St. Mary's 
Academy be saved one more 
time? 

The former school here 
suffered tremendous dam­
age in a fire on jan. 16 that 
destroyed the original stone 
part of the building and an 
addition including the gym­
nasium built in the 1940s. 

The long structure that 
contains classrooms - built 
in the 1960s - was saved by 
the firefighting effort and a 
set of fire doors. 

'They held," Clinton 
County Emergency Services 
Director Eric Day said. "Ap­
parently, the steel doors 
were cherry red." 

Future unknown 
Father Clyde Lewis, pastor 

of St. Mary's Parish, said an 
engineering study will help 
determine the fate of the re­
maining structure. 

"We do not know at this 
time if it is salvageable," he 
said last week. 

The school, which closed 
at the end of the 2012 school 
year, had then served as a 
parish center, where Chris­
tian formation classes took 
place, Boy Scouts held meet­
ings, a wellness clinic was 
held. 

"The gym was the most 
popular site (in the build­
ing)," the priest said. 

"I played in that gym," he 
added, remembering basket­
ball games there when he 
was a student at St. john's 
Academy in Plattsburgh. 

Cause unknown 
Mr. Day said the cause of 

the fire remained under in­
vestigation by state fire in­
vestigators. 

The destruction was mas­
sive, he said, and it was too 
dangerous to enter the shell 
of the wrecked structure af­
terwards to search for clues 
so they are relying on nu­
merous interviews to gather 
information. 

Perhaps they will never 
know what sparked the con-

PHOTO BY SHAN MOORE 
The oldest section ofSt. Mary's Academy in Champlain, built in 1909,awaits demolition. There is a lot of asbestos in that and the 
middle section of the school, Father Clyde lewis said, which means hiring specialists to deal with it. 

flagration? 
"I think that's very possi­

ble," Mr. Day said. 

Happy memories 
Celine Paquette, who grad­

uated from St. Mary's Acad­
emy in 1956 and later 
authored a book to mark the 
school's 90th anniversary, 
was on her way home from 
Plattsburgh when a friend 
called to tell her the place 
was burning. 

"I immediately got on Face­
book," she said. 

That's what many past stu­
dents, staff and members of 
the parish did, and photos 
and videos there captured 
the drama of the huge fire 
battled by more than 200 
firefighters . 

Ruth justice, nee Barcomb, 
got word at her home in West 
Virginia via text. 

She was among the first 
students from St. Patrick's 
School in Rouses Point to 
enter eighth grade at St. 
Mary's in 1957. 

'That class started the 
trend of St. Pat's graduates 
going to SMA," she said. "It 
also created a space problem 
for SMA; solved when the ad­
dition was built to house the 
high-school grades and the 

science lab (in the 1960s)." 
The eighth-graders from 

Rouses Point were welcomed 
with open arms, Mrs . justice 
recalled, "not like outsiders . 

'The nuns, classmates, the 
school itself, left many in­
delible, happy memories," 
she said. 

Love the nuns 
"We were an extremely 

close class," she said, "and. 
we kept in touch with every­
one." 

Reunions about every five 
years were attended by most 
of the students, she said, 
even with some living at 
points around the globe. 

"SMA instilled in us a con­
tinuation of our religious be­
liefs which had started at St. 
Patrick's," Mrs. justice said. 
'The nuns also taught us so 
much about the everyday tri­
als of life we would face and 
gave us a basis for which to 
face them." 

Mrs. Paquette, who spoke 
only French when she started 
school at St. Mary's Academy, 
has similar memories. 

"I went to school there for 
12 years," she said. "I just 
loved the nuns; I always 
loved school." 

And she received an excel-

lent education, she said. 
For many years, the 

Daughters of the Charity of 
the Sacred Heart of jesus 
filled every position at the 
school, from band director to 
principal. 

Mrs. Paquette's graduation 
coincided with the 50th an­
niversary of the school. 

And she still has a copy of 
her valedictory address. 

Mrs . Paquette didn't go to 
the Village of Champlain to 
watch her school burn; she 
viewed the aftermath instead 
the next morning. 

"It's always been there, like 
an icon, up on the hill ," she 
lamented. 

But she will help keep it 
alive with a major exhibit 
this summer at her Samuel 
de Champlain History Center 
in the village. 

She invites the loan of his­
toric photographs and arti­
facts from the school to 
include at the event and 
knows it will be well at­
tended . 

"People are showing such 
an interest," she said. 

Fought off closure 
Grades seven through 12 

at St. Mary's Academy closed 

in 1969. 
A preschool was eventually 

added that helped it con­
tinue operating. 

And its location on the bor­
der of Quebec brought stu­
dents who whose parents 
wanted them to learn Eng­
lish. The proximity of Ver­
mont also filled seats at the 
school. 

Closure loomed large in 
the first decade of the 21 st 
century, though enthusiastic 
staff, parents and parish­
ioners staved it off through 
fundraisers and student re­
cruitment. 

In spring 2011, school sup­
porters had just weeks to 
come up with $80,000 or 
shut its doors for good. 

The children celebrated 
the success of that effort 
with a release of helium bal­
loons into the sky. Sadly, the 
following june brought an 
end to the academy. 

Parish center needed 
The options now, Father 

Lewis said, based on the en­
gineer's findings, would be to 
repair the surviving struc­
ture or build a new one. 

Religious ed classes have 
moved for now to the church 
- not an ideal situation, he 
said, but workable for now. 

For that purpose and oth­
ers, including the annual St. 
Mary's Bazaar fund raiser, St. 
Mary's needs a parish center, 
he said. 

And if the whole building 
has to be razed , he said, it 
will not be forgotten . 

"We'll have to put some 
kind of monument up there," 
he said. "It would be a re­
membrance." 

Editor's note 

- Learn how to loan photos and 
items for the St. Mary's Academy ex­
hibit by calling Mrs. Paquette at 298-
1609. 
-Go to Home Town Cable Network 

at hometowncablenetwork.com to 
view programs on the fire at St. 
Mary's Academy, the fire aftermath 
and other shows recorded before the 
school closed 
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At the March for Life 
#savethebabies #whywemarch #weareblessed 

By Colleen Miner 
Diocesan director, Respect Life Ministry 

Three Youth Buses for Life 
departed the North Country 
on the evening of Jan. 21 
traveling through the night, 
arriving in Washington, DC, 
in the morning to partici­
pate in the Youth Rally and 
Mass for Life at the Verizon 
Center. 

While this year's pilgrim­
age shirts state #savetheba­
bies #Whywemarch, an 
additional hashtag emerged 
by the end of the pilgrimage 
#Weareblessed. 

Yes #Whywemarch is to 
#savethebabies through ed­
ucation and to raise aware­
ness by our presence in our 
nation's capitol (a small 
group who finished the 
March early were able to 
meet the newly elected 
youngest congresswoman, 
Elise Stefanik at her office) 
but as the days progressed, 
it became evident that 
#Weareblessed. 

We made our way to and 
from DC safely and received 
tickets to the Verizon Center 
when many groups were 
turned away or offered an 
alternate venue. 

We were blessed to cheer 

for our Bishop LaValley as 
"Diocese of Ogdensburg" 
was announced in the sta­
dium of 18,000 by Cardinal 
Wuerl, archbishop of Wash­
ington, main celebrant of 
the Mass. 

Bishop LaValley marched 
with us down Constitution 
Avenue to the Supreme 
Court steps where we lis­
tened to a mother who trav­
eled with our group, share 
her Silent No More Aware­
ness testimony as her 
daughter held a sign read­
ing "I grieve my aborted sib­
ling." 

Later, a student told a 
chaperone that she was 
lucky to be alive because 
her mother was told to 
abort her due to anticipated 
medical issues. 

Friday, the Youth Buses 
for Life joined in a Mass 
with 5,000 at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception. 
The main celebrant was 
Bishop Rhoades of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, Indiana. 
Six of our diocesan priests 
concelebrated: Fathers Dou­
glas Decker, Mark Reilly, 
Thomas Higman, Scott Be­
Iina, Tojo Chacko and Justin 
Thomas. 

In the afternoon, we had 

Father lojo Chacko of Massena and Father Justin Thomas of Malone joined Bishop 
laValley in the walk down Constitution Avenue to the Supreme Court. 

reservations to the Smith­
sonian National Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. Each re­
ceived a passport story of a 
Holocaust victim and was 
greeted by a museum 
worker before boarding an 
elevator where we watched 
a brief movie clip on our 
way to the third floor. 

As the tour began, all were 
silent as the first images of 
the Holocaust were dis­
played on huge poster-sized 
photos. A student whis­
pered that his great-grand­
father was in Dachau 
Concentration Camp. He 
survived but never spoke 
about it to anyone. 

Similarly, most don't talk 
about abortion - it's a hid­
den holocaust. 

Later that evening, mem­
bers of The Culture Project 
(www.restoreculture.com) 
spoke to the students about 
human dignity. 

Saturday morning, despite 
a winter weather advisory, 
we visited many monu­
ments including The Korean 
War, Lincoln, Vietnam and 
WWI Memorials. 

The trip home brought 
perhaps the greatest bless­
ing, hearing student reflec­
tions on the pilgrimage. One 
student shared the hope 
that someday there would 
be an abortion memorial 
museum. 

This was a group of deep 
thinkers - so much so that 
one of the bus drivers, after 
hearing the student testi­
monies for years, felt 
moved to share his story. He 
said that if abortion was 
legal in the 1950s, he would 
probably not be here. Only 
his aunt knew about his 
mother's pregnancy. When 
she began to show, she trav­
eled from the Catskills to 
NYC to live with her sister. 
After he was born, he was in 
foster care for 11 months 
until his mother put him up 
for adoption. He was 
blessed to be adopted into a 

Seton Catholic of Plattsburgh was represented at the 42nd March for life in Washing­
ton DC, by students Samantha Bashaw and Hans Xu and teacher Kelly Donnelly. 

family who had already 
adopted a baby from Italy. 
He urged students to pro­
mote adoption. 

Saturday evening, Father 
Higman celebrated Mass for 
the Eastern Youth Bus. In his 
homily, he changed the 
words of the first reading 
Uonah 3:1-5,10) to read: 

The word of the Lord 
came to the Youth Uonah) 
saying: "Set out for the 
great city of DC (Ninevah) 
and announce to it the mes­
sage that I will tell you." 

So the youth made ready 
and went to Washington, ac­
cording to the Lord's bid-

ding. Now Washington D.C., 
is enormously large city; it 
took three days to go 
through it. The youth began 
the journey through the city 
and had gone but a single 
day's walk (March for Life) ... 

So while we embarked on 
the pilgrimage to #savethe­
babies, we were reminded 
that #Weareblessed and are 
called by the Lord to pass 
along that blessing to oth­
ers. 

(Thank you to all who gen­
erously donate to the Re­
spect Life collection, which 
makes the Youth Buses for 
Life pilgrimage possible.) 

The March for life was a family experience for Grace, lisa and Alisabeth Furnace of St. 
Mary's, Massena 
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ON THE 42ND ANNIVERSARY OF ROE VS.WADE DECISION 

MARCHING 
FOR LIFE 

Young people from all across the diocese show their 
commitment to end abortion on demand in the United States 

Seth Conklin, front, a teacher at Immaculate Heart Central School in Watertown is shown with IHC students Emma Renzi, Michael 
Bamann, Inigo Benavides, Elena Alteri, Skylar Short and Jasmeet Aujla. 

Carol Gonthier, religious education director in Norfolk stands at the Lincoln Memorial 
with girls from Norfolk and Massena: Cayla Hinkley, Briana Hinkley, Mary jane Bock and 
Kaitlyn Vaughn. 

Abigail, Sara and Allison St. louis made the trip to Washington D.C. from St.Alexan­
der's Parish in Morrisonville Grace leader, Mary Kate Wainwright, Emily Bush, and Jackie Ward from Stjames Parish in Gouverneur stand up for life. 
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GIFT FROM NEWLYWEDS Just as Mary gave the 
world Jesus, women 
hand on faith, pope says 

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING 

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Why is it that 
mostly women are the ones 
who hand down the faith 
generation after generation, 
Pope Francis asked. 

"Quite simply because it 
was a woman who brought 
us jesus. It's the path jesus 
chose. He wanted to have a 
mother" and chose to come 
to the world through Mary, 
the pope said jan. 26 during 
Mass in the chapel of his res­
idence, the Domus Sanctae 
Marthae. 

Pope Frands accepts a gift from a newly married couple during his general audience in 
Paul VI hall atthe Vatican Jan.28. 

The pope's homily focused 
on the day's reading from St. 
Paul's Second Letter to Timo­
thy (1: 1-8) in which the apos­
tle highlights Timothy's 
"sincere faith that first lived 
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in your grandmother Lois 
and in your mother Eunice." 

"It's one thing to hand 
down the faith and another 
thing to teach things about 
the faith . Faith is a gift. Faith 
cannot be studied," he said. 
"Yes, you study the contents 
of the faith to understand it 
better, but you never come to 
faith by studying." 

"Faith is a gift from the 
Holy Spirit, it is a present 
that goes beyond any kind of 
training," he said, according 
to Vatican Radio. 

Handing on the faith is "the 
beautiful work of mothers 
and grandmothers," or some­
times it comes from an aunt 
or a domestic helper, the 
pope said. "We need to reflect 
on whether women today are 
aware of this obligation to 
transmit the faith." 

Once a person receives the 
faith, he said, they also must 
recognize the need to safe­
guard it, protect it from be­
coming weak and "empty 
pagan chitchat" or "meaning­
less worldly small talk." 

If people are not vigilant in 
living out their faith con­
cretely every day, "the faith 
weakens, it gets watered 
down, it ends up being a cul­
ture: 'Yes, well, yes, yes, I am 
a Christian, yes' -- it's just a 
culture," he said. 

Or else it becomes just an­
other collection of facts or 

information, he said . "'Yes, I 
know everything about the 
faith very well , I know the 
catechism very well,"· he 
said, imitating what some­
one who sees faith only as 
knowledge might say. 

What matters is "how do 
you live your faith? That is 
why it is important to revive 
this gift every day, to make it 
come alive," the pope said. 

People should not be 
ashamed of their fa ith, hid­
ing it, letting it become 
"wishy-washy·' or not "living 
it with total commitment," he 
said. Cowardice hurts the 
faith because it doesn't let 
the faith "grow, go forward, 
become great." 

Echoing St. Paul, the pope 
said God did not give believ­
ers cowardice or embarrass­
ment, but "a spirit of power, 
love and prudence" or self­
control. 

Prudence is "knowing that 
we cannot do everything we 
want," he said; it means seek­
ing ways to share the fa ith 
with care . 

"Let us ask the Lord for the 
grace to have a sincere faith, 
a faith that does not compro­
mise according to whatever 
opportunities crop up . A 
faith that I seek to rekindle 
every day or at least that I 
ask the Holy Spirit to rekin­
dle it and that way offer great 
fruit." 

• D.L. CALARCO 

Service Available 

Funeral Home, Inc. 
135 Keyes Avenue 

Watertown' 782-4910 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 

Read Bishop LaValley's columns 
Search archived papers 
View diocesan events and much more 

() Find us on Facebook! 
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Polls reveal dedining support for abortion in U.S. 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- A Jan.21 report from the National Right to Life Commit­
tee and new poll results show that abortion is increasingly unpopular in the 
United States, but also that the number of abortions performed in the United 
States is at its lowest point since 1975. The day after the State of the Union Ad­
dress, the right-to-life organization held a news conference on its second an­
nual "The State of Abortion in the United States" report. The report showed 
that the number abortions in the United States, currently at 1.06 million per 
year, is at its lowest point since 1975, when the number was 1.03 million and is 
also down from the 1.6 million high seen in 1990. A new Knights of Columbus­
Marist poll shows 84 percent of Americans want significant restrictions on 
abortion and would limit it to, at most, the first three months of pregnancy. At 
the National Right to Life news conference, Carol Tobias, the organization's 
president, was asked about President Barack Obama's claim in the State of the 
Union address that the drop is a result of actions taken by his administration. 
Tobias believes that the decline in the abortion rate is rather the result of pro­
life activism in public discourse and popular culture because "yes, the numbers 
are going down, but the rates and ratios are also going down, and that's due to 
the pro-life movement keeping this issue alive in the public debate." 

Cruel and unusual punishment? Court to weigh in on lethal injections 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- When the Supreme Court weighs in on the constitution­
ality of the lethal- injection executions in Oklahoma this year, its ruling will not 
likely be a tipping point in eliminating capital punishment in the U.S., but 
some experts say it could be the beginning of the end of this practice. "It's not 
this problem that will end it, but it's another straw," said Richard Dieter, execu­
tive director of the Death Penalty Information Center based in Washington. Di­
eter noted that a lot of public discussion about lethal injections took place last 
year after the botched execution of Clayton Lockett in Oklahoma, who writhed 
in pain for 40 minutes before dying of apparent heart failure. The execution 
was "quite a shock" and "got a lot of attention," which he said explains why 
the drugs used to execute him deserve a review. In April, the court will hear 
oral arguments in Glossip v. Gross, a case brought by four death-row inmates in 
Oklahoma. One of the plaintiffs, Charles Warner, was executed Jan. 15 after the 
court rejected a stay in a 5-4 vote. The court announced Jan. 23 it would take 
the case and five days later it agreed to stay the upcoming executions of the 
other three inmates until it issues a decision. The case sounds somewhat famil­
iar because in 2008, the court ruled in Baze v. Rees that a three-drug protocol 
used in Kentucky executions did not violate the Constitution's ban on cruel and 
unusual punishment. In this drug combination, the first drug causes uncon­
sciousness, the second brings about paralysis and the third stops the heart. But 
in recent years, a shortage of those drugs has caused states to try a variety of 
drug combinations in their lethal injections, not the drugs the court considered 
and upheld in 2008. Some combinations, as shown by Lockett's botched execu­
tion, do not always work as intended 

Campaign aims to fight 
trafficking by disrupting 
its 'business model' 
By Nate Madden 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGIDN (CNS) - "Critical to 
winning this battle" against 
human trafficking is "the 
ability to disrupt (its) busi­
ness model," a former Marine 
Corps general said at a brief­
ing Jan. 29 in Washington. 

"Modern-day slavery is a 
global scourge," said retired 
Gen. Charles C. Krulak. 

He spoke at a briefing 
where a coalition of repre­
sentatives from the business, 
legal and nonprofit sectors 
came together to announce a 
new initiative to combat the 
global industry created by 
human trafficking. 

The Campaign to Disrupt 
the Business of Modern Day 
Slavery is an initiative coor­
dinated by Human Rights 
First, a nonprofit that em­
phasizes the promotion of 
human rights worldwide and 
seeks to engage organiza­
tions and institutions in ef­
forts to "disrupt the business 
of human trafficking." 

The campaign's mission 
statement states that it in­
tends to do this through "in­
creaSing the risk to 
perpetrators and diminish­
ing their profits. Through co­
operation between the U.S. 
government, private sector, 
and civil society, we will 
press for increased prosecu­
tions and more robust crimi­
nal asset forfeiture 
proceedings, targeting the 
enablers and participants in 
this criminal enterprise. 

According to numbers 
from Human Rights First, 
there are an estimated 20.9 
million victims of worldwide 
human trafficking today and 
the industry itself generates 
$1 SO billion every year. 

"This campaign is not a 
hundred-yard dash; it's a 
marathon," said Krulak in his 
opening statement. He is a 
former Marine commandant 
and currently president of 

Birmingham-Southern Col­
lege in Alabama. 

The Catholic Church has put 
a spotlight on the global 
human trafficking crisis 

by declaring the first 
International Day of Prayer 

and Awareness against 
Human Trafficking 

Present at the gathering 
with Kurlak were Elisa Mas­
simino, president of Human 
Rights First; former Con­
gressman Daniel Lungren, R­
California; Francine Della 
Badia, president of North 
American Retail, Coach Inc.; 
Mark Lagon, president of 
Freedom House; as well as 
several others from all areas 
of public life. 

Human trafficking is "a 
many-headed problem" said 
Massimino in discussing how 
the campaign's "particular 
approach" seeks to address 
the problem from several 
different angles such as pub­
lic awareness, private sector 
engagement and criminal 
prosecution. 

The groups focus on finan­
cial disruption versus simple 
awareness, prosecution or 
victim care alone is impor­
tant because "even if you 
prosecute and arrest all the 
perpetrators, others will 
take their place" unless the 
risk versus reward ratio is al­
tered, according to Birming­
ham Mayor William Bell. 

A large focus of the discus­
sion was on the implications 
of human trafficking for the 
private sector. 

"Legitimate businesses 
have not only a moral imper­
ative in this fight, but also a 
compelling practical inter­
est," said Lagon. "Several 
businesses stand to have 
their brands damaged as well 
as to be at risk for legalliabil­
ities ... so corporations need 
to develop best practices in 

supply chain management" 
to ensure that their products 
are "not tainted by slavery." 

According to Lagon, "the 
idea that a corporation's 
moral and practical business 
interests are somehow di­
vorced" from one another is 
nothing but a "false di­
chotomy." 

"Most businesses want to 
do the right thing; busi­
nesses are run by human be­
ings," said Della Badia, 
agreeing with Lagon. In a 
"world of transparency" 
where business practices can 
rarely escape the scrutiny of 
a cursory Internet search, 
she said, "companies want to 
develop best practices and 
demonstrate integrity" 
through such things as em­
ployee engagement, because 
"it can help companies be 
more aware and implement 
better business models." 

Laurel Bellows, former 
president of the American 
Bar Association, told Catholic 
News Service that "the ABA 
has been very active" in the 
fight against human traffick­
ing and she believes that "the 
removal of the profit motive 
in human trafficking is the 
most effective way to move 
perpetrators out of practice." 

"What makes this crime 
different than most others," 
Bellows added, "is that for 
most other crimes, the vic­
tims are visible and at some 
pOint, the nature of modern­
day slavery hardens its vic­
tims," thereby making 
transition and recovery diffi­
cult for many affected by the 
practice. 

The Catholic Church has 
put a spotlight on the global 
human trafficking crisis by 
declaring the first Interna­
tional Day of Prayer and 
Awareness against Human 
Trafficking. It will take place 
Feb. 8, the feast of St. 
Josephine Bakhita, a Su­
danese slave who eventually 
was freed and became a 
Can ossian nun. 



COMMENTARY II NORTH COUNTRY CATHO LI C 
FEB. 4 , 2015 

SCRIPTURE REFlEGIONS 

Exploring the mystery of human suffering 
The Book of job is one of 

the most popular stories in 
all of world litera-
ture. It deals with 
the mystery of 
human suffering. 

Why does God 
allow suffering? 

The whole book 
contains 42 chap­
ters. Today's first 
reading gives us 
only three verses 
from chapter 7 - a Monsignor 
passage in which 
job, in the midst of Paul E. 
intense, unde- Whitmore 
served suffering, 
speaks as any modern per­
son might speak when in 
near-despair. 

To really understand why 
this work has satisfied the 
questions of millions of 

readers through the cen­
turies, I strongly urge you to 

take up your Bible 
and read at least 
chaps one and two 
for background. 

In chapter four and 
following, the 
"preaching" of his 
three friends - Elp­
haz,Bildad,and 
Zophar, as well as the 
young Elihu - can be 
tedious (they are try-
ing to convince job 

that he must have 
sinned terribly in his 
past) . 

But when God eventually 
comes on the scene in chap. 
38, He says, "Who is this 
obscuring my designs with 
his empty-headed 
words? ... Brace yourself like 

, Adirondack 
Center For PEACE 

P.o. Box 2748 
Plattsburgh, New York 1290 I 

Phone: (5 18) 561-5083 
t 

These Massesfor Life are co-sp onsored by 

Adirondack Center For PEACE 
and 

Knights of Columbus Council #255 

St, Peter's Church St, John's Church 

2015 Day Date I Time Day Date I Time 
FEB Sat. 2/7/2015 I 8:15 Thu. 2/19/2015 I 9:00 

MAR I Sat. 3/7/2015 I 8:15 I Thu. 3/19/2015 I 9:00 

APR I Sat. 14/11/2015 1 8:15 I 5" ·1 'i'9 @ NC I »DO 
MAY I Sat. 1 5/2/2"5 I 

8:15 I W,d. 5/20120>5 I 9,00 
JUN I Sat. 6/6/2015 I 8:15 Fri. 6/19/2015 I 9:00 

JUL I Sat. 7/4/2015 I 8:15 Sun. I 7/19/2015 1 11 :00 

AUG I Sat. I 8/1/2015 I 8:15 I Wed I 8/19/2015 I 9 :00 
SEPT 1 Sat. 9/5/2015 1 8:15 Mon. I 9/21 / 2015 1 9:00 
OCT 1 Sat. 10/3/ 2015 1 8:15 Mon. 10 / 19/ 2015 1 9:00 

NOV 1 Sat. 11/7/ 2015 1 8:15 Thu. 111 / 19/ 2015 1 9 :00 
DEC Sat. 12/5/2015 8:15 Sat. 12 /19/2015 4:30 
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a fighter. Now it is my turn 
to ask questions l Where 
were you when I laid the 
earth's foundations? Tell 
me, since you are so well-in­
formed"! 

Then job, thoroughly 
humbled, says to God, "My 
words have been frivolous: 
what can I reply? I had bet­
ter lay my finger on my lips. 
I have spoken once .. . I will 
not speak again .. . I will add 
nothing!! 

job learns in this story 
that our sufferings are not 
the result of our sins. 
Rather, we suffer so that the 
works of God may be shown 
forth in us. 

Suffering is still a mystery, 
but our trust in God's good­
ness and obedient accept­
ance of God's designs will 

FEB.S 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
READINGS 

Job 7:1-4,6-7 
1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23 

Mark 1 :29-39 

bring us joyful salvation in 
God's heaven. 

The second reading from 
Corinthians gives us the ex­
ample of St. Paul who en­
dured daily trials because 
he felt the compulsion of 
love, urging him to preach 
the Gospel until his last 
breath. 

His mission involved 
great suffering. 

In the Gospel, jesus heals 

Peter's mother-in-law, enjoys 
her cooking, then works far 
into the night healing all in 
the village who came in 
crowds. 

His love for the Father 
then sends him into many 
more towns and villages. 
Such mission must have in­
volved great physical ex­
haustion for jesus, as well 
as the deep suffering he ex­
perienced from rejection 
from the religious leaders. 

How about the suffering 
we endure? So much of it 
seems unfair and unjust.. 

Only deep love for jesus, 
who suffered so unjustly for 
our salvation can help us 
endure our Cross. 

The example of job, and 
St. Paul, and jesus can help 
us so much. 

OUR READERS WRITE 
Shockwaves ... choose life ... and she still decides to abort her unborn child. 

the widespread fallout from abortion 
When most people think of abortion, it is often as a con­

tentious social/political issue or a closely guarded secret that is 
best left alone, in the past. 

We may struggle attimes with the moral dilemma of abor­
tion - but we tend to think of it as a private and personal deci­
sion ... none of our business, right? 

But the truth is ... many of us have been impacted by the 
abortion of an unborn child. 

You may be a Father or Mother who was part of an abortion 
decision ... or felt powerless to stop it. 

You are a Grandparent who tried to prevent the death of 
your grandchild ... or were active in encouraging your son or 
daughter to have an abortion. 

You may have lost a sibling to abortion ... and if you were 
born since 1973 you escaped the fate of millions of your gener­
ation because you were a "wanted child." 

Perhaps you are an ultrasound technician who reveals the 
child in the womb to a pregnant mother, hoping she will 

Some of you may have been active accessories in the child 's 
death.You drove your friend to the abortion clinic or paid for 
your sister's abortion. 

You knew a young couple was considering an abortion,and 
told them they were doing the right thing .. . or you said noth­
ing. 

You are a health care professional, counselor, teacher or min­
isterthat was in some direct way part of an abortion deci­
sion/procedure. 

In the year 2015, the Silent No More Awareness Campaign 
will take an in-depth look at how the Shockwaves of Abortion 
impact society. 

Each month we will focus on a special target group that has 
been directly impacted by abortion loss, with helpful informa­
tion, resources, and most importantly abortion-recovery pro­
grams. 

NANCY BELZILE 
WILLSBORO 

SILENT NO MORE AWARENESS - NEW YORK 

fVMONASTERY CARD SHOP~l 
CardS for AU Occasions 

IM-- I MALONE 
~ OFFICE 

'.Mass 'Enro{{ments for your riving & aeceasea fovea ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9AM - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9 A/vi: - 3 PM 
400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 

PRODUCTS 
Dean Lamica 

Sales Representative 
333 West Main St. , Malone 

1-800-894-6626 
518-483-6600 
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BLACK OR WHITE 
By John Mulderig 
Catholic News Service 

Large-scale issues of race 
and addiction are examined 
in microcosm in writer-di­
rector Mike Binder's fact­
based drama "Black or 
White" (Relativity). 

Though its avoidance of 
stereotypes and easy an­
swers is admirable, the film 
provides only modest enter­
tainment for those grown­
up viewers able to 
appreciate its moral shad­
ings. 

After a car accident sud­
denly leaves him a widower, 
prosperous white lawyer El­
liott Anderson (Kevin Cost­
ner) struggles to continue 
raising his half-African­
American granddaughter, 
Eloise Uillian Estell). But­
toned-up Elliott finds it dif­
ficult to compensate for the 
absence of his nurturing 
wife, with whom he had 
raised Eloise since the girl's 
mother, their daughter, died 
in childbirth. 

Additionally, Elliott's 
newly developed reliance on 
alcohol, which he uses to 

CNS PHOTO/PARAMOUNT 

excess to assuage his grief, 
raises fundamental ques­
tions about his fitness as a 
solo guardian. 

In response, Eloise's pater­
nal grandmother, Rowena 
jeffers (Octavia Spencer), 
sues for custody. A success­
ful entrepreneur in South 
Central Los Angeles, 
Rowena is also motivated by 
her concern that Eloise's life 
in one of the city's upscale 
suburbs has isolated the 
child from her black her­
itage. 

Since Elliott blames 
Eloise's dad, Reggie (Andre 
Holland), a narcotics-depen­
dent ne'er-do-well, for se­
ducing his underage 
daughter and contributing 
to her needless demise, 
family antagonisms fuel the 
legal conflict. 

So too do racial tensions: 
Rowena's brother, hotshot 
attorney jeremiah (Anthony 
Mackie), to whom his sister 
naturally entrusts her case, 
is determined to portray El­
liott as a racist. Elliott's col­
leagues , led by his protege, 
Rick Reynolds (Bill Burr), are 
equally resolved to play up 
Reggie's criminal record. 

Sam lemer,Jonny Weston, Allen Evangelista and Virginia Gardner star in a scene from 
the movie "Project Almanac." The Catholic News Service classification is A-III-- adults. 
The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13 -- parents strongly cau­
tioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13. 

They also deplore the ap­
pOintment of black judge 
Cummins (Paula Newsome) 
to try the matter. 

With personal strengths 
and weaknesses equally bal­
anced among the characters 
on both sides, moviegoers' 
sympathies are sufficiently 
divided to keep the pro­
ceedings interesting. And 
some valuable questions are 
implicitly raised along the 
way. Why, for instance, 
should Elliott's abusive use 
of booze be legally sanc­
tioned -- in his favor, he 
does habitually avoid driv­
ing while drunk -- whereas 
Reggie's crack smoking in­
evitably lands him in 
prison? 

Yet, though "Black or 
White" makes for an intelli­
gent interlude, it fails to reg­
ister a lasting impact. 
Perhaps that's because its 
generally appealing charac­
ters are primarily deployed 
not as engaging individuals 
but as stand-ins for recog­
nizable social groups and 
tendencies . 

The film contains brief 
bloodless violence, a drug 
theme, incidental affirma-
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Kevin Costner and Octavia Spencer star in a scene from the movie "Black or White." 

tion of a same-sex marriage, ate for children under 13. 
mature references, several 
uses of profanity, at least 
one rough term and fre­
quent crude and crass lan­
guage. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-III 
-- adults . The Motion Picture 
Association of America rat­
ing is PG-13 -- parents 
strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappropri-

WIN $250 
A Week for 20 Weeks! 

All drawings will be he ld on "Twenty Week Tuesday" 
March3 2015 to July 142015. 

You are eligible for EVERY draw. You do not have to 
be present to win. You wil l be entered into the drawing 

immediate ly upon the receipt of this form and a 
$20 check made payable to Seton Catholic. 
You may enter at anytime during the drawing. 

Please attach all information below for additional entries. 
Winners announced at www.setoncatho lic.net. 

Seton Twenty Week C lub 
206 New York Rd. P lattsbUl'gh, NY 12903 

Name _________________ _ 

Mailing Address _____________ _ 

City, State, Zip ______________ _ 

Email address 
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ADIRONDACK 
STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
lake Pladd - Catholic Daughters to 
present a presentation on anti-traffick­
ing prevention and identification. 
Date: Feb. 8, the Feast Day of St. 

Josephine Bakhita, patron of slaves and 
National Day of Prayer for Victims and 
Survivors of Human Trafficking. 
. Time: afterthe 10 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Agnes School 
Speaker: Court Dr. Tom Dooley will 

present a Power Point based on that de­
veloped by the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops/Migration and Refugee Services 
- Anti-trafficking Program entitled Anti­
Trafficking Prevention and Identification 
in Your Community. 
Features: Brochures containing addi­

tional information and source materials 
will be available. 

CLINTON 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Treadwell Mills - St. Alexander & St. 
Joseph's Church will hold an all you can 
eat pancake breakfast. 
Date: March 1 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place:SUoseph's Parish Hall 
Cost Adults, $7; Children 6-12, $3; 

under 5, free 

QUILTING ClASSES 
Ellenburg Center - Upcoming Quilt 
Classes at The Lost Sheep Quilt Shop. 
Place: Our Lady of the Adirondacks 
Schedule: Home on the Range Quilt 

Class - Feb. 21,9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Create a 
fun and easy quilt. Cost $25. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Plattsburgh - Eucharistic Adoration is 
held throughout the year every Wednes 
day, ThursdaY,and Friday. 

Place: SUohn's "Holy Family" Adora 
ion Chapel, downstairs 

Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m 
Contact: call 518-561-5083 or email 

Sjohnsadoration@aol.com 

FRANKLIN 

DINNER THEATER 
Brushton - The North Franklin Theater 
Group and St. Mary's Church presents its 
annual dinnertheater,"Death SUite': 
Date: Feb. 28 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Place:St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost $28 per person prepaid (Payments 

must be received no laterthan Feb.20, 
no refunds after Feb. 23) 
Features: Dinner will consist of cream of 

broccoli soup, garden salad, Turkey or 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholi~ PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669;fax, 1-866-314-7296; 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. 

Roast pork with stuffing, mashed pota­
toes, carrots, dessert and a drink. 
Contact: Mail reservations to Eileen 

Miller, PO Box 214,Moira, NY 12957 or 
call 518-529-7713 

LATIN MASS 
Constable - A Tridentine (Latin) Mass is 
celebrated each Friday at 5:30 p.m. with 
Fr. Howard Venette as the celebrant. 
Mass will also be celebrated every first 
Saturday at 9 a.m. 
Place:St. Francis of Assisi Church. 

case of inclement weather. 

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR 
St.Regis Falls - First Saturday Devotion 
and Holy Hour to be held. 
Date: First Saturday of each month. 
Time: immediately following the 4:30 

anticipated Mass. 
Place:St.Ann's Church 
Contact: 518-856-9656 

HAMILTON-H ERKIMER 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Wells--St. Ann's Altar & Rosary Society is 
holding a St. Valentine's Day Pancake 
Breakfast. 
Date: Feb. 14 
Time: 8 a.m. to 11 
Place:Welis Meal site, located directly 

behind the Wells Community Hall. 
Cost: $6.00 per person/$4.50 children 

12 and under and under 3 free. 
Features: Blueberry pancakes, or plain, 

sausage, Gluten free available. Raffle 
tickets on sale for an afghan and prayer 
shawl, crafted and donated by Evelyn 
Stephens, with the drawing May 31. 

JEFFERSON 
SPAGHml DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River Knights of 
Columbus will be having a Spaghetti 
and Meatball dinner. 
Date: Feb. 7 
Time: 4 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 

RELIGIOUS OPEN HOUSES 
Watertown - Four religious community 
houses in Watertown will hold open 
houses as part of their observance of the 
Year of Consecrated Life. 

Date:Feb.8 
Time: 1 p.m. to 4 
Place: At the houses of the Missionaries 

of the Sacred Heart, Sisters of the Cross, 
Sisters of the Precious Blood, and the Sis­
ters of SUoseph. 
Features: All are invited to visit each of 

the communities to learn more about 
the history, the mission and work of the 
Congregations. Tours through each Com­
munity house and refreshments will be 
offered. 

HOLY HOURS 
Adams/Henderson - Holy Hours to be 
held. 
Schedule: First Wed. at St. Cecilia 6:30 

p.m.: Feb. 4; March 4; Third Monday at 
St. Cecilia 5 p.m. (followed by pot luck) 
Feb. 16; March16; 
Features: adoration following the 10:30 
a.m. Mass on Wed. 

lIFERIGHT MEETING 
Watertown - Liferight of Watertown, a 
pro-life educational organization, meets 

the first Wednesday of the Month. 
Time: 1 p.m. 
Place: 312 Sherman St. 
Contact: Phone 315-788-8480 

LEWIS 

SPAGHml SUPPER 
lowville - St.St. Peter's Rosary-Altar So­
ciety is holding a spaghetti supper. 
Date: Feb.5 
Time: 5 p.m.; take-outs at 4:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Peters 
Cost: Adults, $8; Children 5-10, $4; 

under 5, Free 
Features: Spaghetti, meatballs, sausage, 

salad, Italian bread, cookies, 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
lowville - Eucharistic Adoration to be 
held. 
Date:Feb.5 
Time: 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Features: Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
Silent Adoration, and the Benediction. 

SPAGHml DINNER 
Harrisville - All you can eat Spaghetti 
Dinner to be held. 
Date: Feb. 11 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
Place: St. Francis Solan us Church 
Cost: Adults, $8; Children 5-12, $5; 

under 5, Free 
Features: Meat balls, rolls, Salad, and 

homemade dessert. Take-outs available. 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS 
Houseville - Divine Mercy Devotions for 
the month of February will be held. 
Date: Feb. 1 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Features: Vespers Exposition of the 

Most Blessed Sacrament, The Divine 
Mercy Chaplet and Benediction. 
Contact: 348-6260. 

ST.LAWRENCE 

K OF C BRUNCH 
Norfolk - The Knights of Columbus 
Council 11544 will be hosting their 
monthly brunch. 
Date: Feb.8 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Fr. Andrew Amyot Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $7; Children under 12, $4; 

Under 5, Free; Family, $18; Take-outs 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - First Saturday rosary devo­
tion to be held. 
Date: Feb. 7 

FEB. 4, 2015 

Time:3:15 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: The Rosary will be prayed to 

Our Lady of Fatima followed by a private 
meditation on the Luminous Mystery's. 
Confessions begin at 2:45 p.m. and the 
Saturday Mass Vigil is at 4:00 p.m. 

LATIN MASS 
Potsdam - A Tridentine (Latin) Mass is 
celebrated each Sunday 
Time: 12:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Celebrant: Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Massena - St. Mary's & SUoseph's hold 
Benediction and Adoration every Friday 
Time:9a.m.t010 
Place:St. Mary's Family Room. 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
Ogdensburg - St. Mary's is holding a 
monthly Holy Hour for Vocations. 
Date: Thursday before the First Friday 
Time: 7 p.m. concluding with Benedic­

tion at 8 p.m. 
Place: Deacon Winter Chapel 

NOVENA FOR MIlITARY 
Ogdensburg - Notre Dame Church is 
holding a Weekly novena for the safety 
of U.S. military personnel at a new time. 
Date: Tuesday afternoons 
Time:1:30 p.m. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
Massena - Sacred HeartiSt. Lawrence 
holds a Bereavement Support Group last 
Tuesday of each month. 
Time: 2 p.m. 
Place: Sacred Heart Convent 
Contact: 315-769-3137 

COMMUNITY FREE LUNCH 
Ogdensburg -The K of Council 258 is 
starting up its Community Free lunch 
Date:Wednesdays 
Time: Noon 
Place: K of C Club 
Contact: 393-7990 after 4 p.m 

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES 

LENTEN RETREAT 
Syracuse - Refresh and recharge during 
Lent at our 24 hour retreat. 
Schedule: From March 6 at 7 p.m. to 

March 7 at 7 p.m. 
Place: Christ the King Retreat House & 

Conference Center 
Cost: $140; Register by March 2 with a 

$25 deposit. 
Contact: phone: 315-472-6546 Email : 

mail@spiritualrenewaicenter.com. 
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The Maryknolls: 
Partners in Mission 

From the director's desk 
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ 
Diocesan Mission Director 

Once again , the Maryknolls Fa­
thers and Brothers were active par­
ticipants in the Missionary 
Cooperation Appeal in the summer 
of 2014. 

Their representatives spoke pas­
sionately of their work in the MaI­
one Catholic Parishes, Lake 
Pleasant, Wells, Lyon Mountain and 
Ellenburg. 

The generous parishioners there Jesus - Dinka Tribe - The Sudan 
opened their hearts, minds and 
wallets and supported the cause of these wonderful, 
blessed people known who work tirelessly around the globe 
spreading the word of jesus and making the lives of the 
people their better each day. 

Earlier this winter, I heard from Father Robert jalbert, MM, 
the Director of Mission Education and Promotions for the 
Maryknolls. He wanted to thank the Diocese of Ogdensburg 
for their generosity and blessings once again. 

He also wanted to let me know and to further convey to 
our Diocese where their funds go and what they do. I 
thought I would share with you and excerpt from his letter 
to me. 

''This money will help Fr. john Barth's project in South 
Sudan. He helps in the care, treatment and rehabilitation 
for the blind in Southern Sudan, and in the building of the 
Buluk Eye Hospital in juba, Sudan. 

Fr. Barth, like so many of our missioners, are doing won­
derful work. 

We are indebted to our people at home for the generous 
support we receive to carry out mission efforts overseas, 
under the direction of the local indigenous dioceses ..... 

On behalf of the Maryknolls, I extend our grateful thanks 
.. . to our "Partners in Mission" in the Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
May God richly bless you and them for your generosity .... " 

Concrete examples of our love and generosity making a 
difference and showing how our help here, can help those 
in need over there. 

May God Bless you all! 

Please remember the Society for the Propagation of the Faith" 
when writing or changing your Will. 

www.dioogdensburg.org/missionoffice 

OBITUARIES 
Elizabeth Bernhard 

OGDENSBURG - A Mass of Chris­
tian Burial for Elizabeth 
'Betty" j. Bernhard, 82, was 
held at jan 29 at Notre Dame 
Church with Father F. james 
Shurtleff officiating. 

She died jan. 25 at her 
home; burial was in Notre 
Dame Cemetery. 

Surviving are her three 
daughters Pattie (Leonard) 
Rascoe of N. Fort Myers, FL, 
"Margie" Uohn) Compo of 
Hammond and Laurie (David) 
Demers of Ogdensburg; a sis­
ter Lucille (William) Grome of 
Syracuse; a brother Philip 
(Betsy) Bernhard of Har­
risville; grandchildren jessica 
(Damien) Hayes of Heuvelton, 
Alex Demers (Alexander 
Tavarez) of PA and Kyle De­
mers of Ogdensburg; great­
granddaughters Shay Brenno 
and june Demers along with 
several nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

She was born Dec. 1, 1932, 
in Ogdensburg, a daughter of 
the late Philip and Blanche 
(Lincoln) Bernhard. An Air 
Force veteran, she worked for 
many years for the Depart­
ment of justice Border Patrol. 

After her retirement in 
1989, Ms. Bernard turned her 
attention to ministry in the 
Catholic Church. She served 
as pastoral associate at Notre 
Dame Church in Ogdensburg 
for 14 years after seven years 
of employment for the Og­
densburg office of Catholic 
Charities. 

A Third Order Associate of 
the Grey Nuns of the Sacred 
Heart, she was a member of 
the advisory board of the 
GNSH in Yardley, Pa. She was 
a commissioned lay minister 
and served as a member of 
the Formation for Ministry 
advisory board for the dio­
cese. 

Ms . Bernard was a member 
of the board of directors of 
Claxton-Hepburn Medical 
Center in Ogdensburg, serv­
ing as a representative of the 
Grey Nuns. She was also past 
president of the Altar & 
Rosary Society at Notre Dame 
Church and St. Vincent De­
Paul volunteer; chaplain and 
member of the K of C Ladies 
Auxiliary; Notre Dame School 
Board Member and Past Pres­
ident; Selective Service Draft 
Board 15 years, Ogdensburg 

Catholic School Board; physi­
cal education teacher at Notre 
Dame School during lunch 
hours for nine years; and past 
member of St. joseph's Nurs­
ing Home Board of Directors. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Notre 
Dame Heritage Fund, 125 
Ford Avenue, Ogdensburg, 
NY 13669 or Hospice and Pal­
liative Care of St. Lawrence 
Valley, US Hwy 11, Potsdam, 
NY 13676. Condolences can 
also be shared online at 
www.foxandmurrayfuneral­
home.com. 

Altona - Vernon H. Boulrice, 73; Funeral 
Services Jan. 30, 201 S at Holy Angels 
Church. 

Cadyville - Marion A. (Sl. Louis) Christon, 
86; Funeral Services Jan. 24, 2015 at SI. 
James Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Lowville - Alex S. Pleskach, 86; Funeral 
Services Jan. 29, 2015 at SI. Peter's 
Church; burial in Old Glendale Cemetery. 

Malone - Harold "Ted" Barkman, 83; Fu­
neral Services Jan.30, 2015 at Notre 
Dame Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Malone - Patrick Carrigan, 53; Funeral 
Services Jan.24, 2015 at Notre Dame 
Church; burial in Notre Dame Cemetery. 

Malone -George F. "Pete" Peterson,87; 
Funeral Services Jan. 28, 2015 at Notre 
Dame Church; burial in Notre Dame 
Cemetery. 

Massena - Madeline (Marion) LaCombe, 
92; Funeral Jan. 30, 2015 at SI. Mary's 
Church; burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Juliette P. (Roy) Marceau, 95; 
Funeral Services at Sacred Heart Church; 
burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Carthage -George G.Ashcraft, 86; Funeral Morristown - Kay Ann (Wells) Montroy, 
Services Jan.26, 2015 at StJames 55; Funeral Services JanJ1,2015 at SI. 
Church; burial in Hillside Cemetery. John's Church; burial in Foxwood Memo­

rial Park. 
Carthage - Dorothy E. (Barrett) Craig, 87; 
Funeral Services Jan. 28, 2015 atthe 
Bezanilla-McGraw Funeral Home; burial 
in the Swinburne Cemetery, Deer River. 

Chateaugay - Edward James Savoire, 78; 
Funeral Services Jan.28, 2015 at SI. 
Patrick's Church; burial in SI. Patrick's 
Cemetery. 

Clayton - Hilda "Nan" (Cheever) Rein­
man, 95; Funeral Services at SI. Mary's 
Church. 

Croghan - Peggy V. Geiger, 83; Funeral 
Services Jan. 28, 2015 at SI. Stephen's 
Church; burial in SI.Stephen's Cemetery. 

Glenfield - Francis G. Buckingham, 78; Fu­
neral Services Jan.29, 2015 at SI. Mary's 
Church; burial in Brantingham Cemetery. 

Gouverneur - Elizabeth A. (Beach) Brad­
ford, 78; Funeral Services Jan. 29, 2015 at 
StJames Church; burial in New StJames 
Cemetery. 

Gouverneur - Mary "Alice" (LaMay) 
Nicholas, 86; Funeral Services Jan. 31, 
2015 at the French Funeral Home. 

Keeseville - Richard W. Santor, Sr., 87; Fu­
neral Services Jan.29, 2015 at Immacu­
late Conception Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

North Bangor -Germaine M. (Desrosiers) 
Richer, 87; Funeral Services Jan.26, 2015 
at SI. Augustine's Church; burial in SI. Au­
gustine's Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Dale J. Lalonde, 80; Funeral 
Services Jan.27, 2015 at Frary Funeral 
Home; burial in Notre Dame Cemetery. 

Peru - Christiane"Chrissy" (Savaria) 
Meier, 86; Funeral Services Jan. 30, 2015 
at SI. Augustine's Church; burial in SI. 
Patrick's Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Dennis A. Bechard, 90; Fu­
neral Services Jan.27, 2015 at Our Lady 
of Victory Church. 

Plattsburgh - Howard C. LaPointe, 88; Fu­
neral JanJ1 ,2015 at St.John's Church; 
burial in MI. Carmel Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Thomas M. Welch, 88; Fu­
neral Services JanJO, 2015 at St.John's 
Church. 

Port Leyden - Rita Schoff Markham, 90; 
Funeral Services Jan. 31,2015 at SI. Mar­
tin's Church; burial in Turin Cemetery. 

Raymondville - Dominic Germano, 23; 
Funeral Services Jan. 26, 2015 at SI. Ray­
mond's Church; burial in Raymondville 
Cemetery. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Bishop Christopher J. Coyne installed in Vermont diocese Jan. 29 

Burlington's new bishop: 'I am your brother' 
By Cori Fugere Urban 
Catholic News Service 

BURUNGTON,VT.(CNS) -- The former 
auxiliary bishop of the Arch­
diocese of Indianapolis was 
installed as the 10th bishop 
of the Diocese of Burlington 
during a joyful celebration of 
the Mass jan. 29. 

"To my new friends in Ver­
mont I say, 'I am your 
brother, Christopher,'" 
Bishop Christopher]. Coyne 
said to one of many rounds 
of applause during the nearly 
two-hour celebration at St. 
joseph Co-Cathedral in 
Burlington. 

The name means bearer of 
Christ, and that is what he 
wants to be for them. 

He addressed the chal­
lenge faced in Vermont and 
elsewhere of declining mem­
bership in the church and a 
cultural trend away from re­
vealed religion to a personal 
spirituality at best or no be­
lief at worst. 

Pointing out that jesus did 
not stay in the synagogue, 
Bishop Coyne said that his 
voice did not simply ring out 
from a place of worship like 
a bell stationary in a church 
steeple, calling people to 
come to him; he went out to 
them. He went out to spread 
the good news of the king­
dom of God and the offer of 
eternal salvation. 

CNS PHOTO/CORI FUGERE URBAN, VERMONT CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
Bishop Christopher J. Coyne, the new head ofthe Diocese of Burlington, VI., greets two priests during his Jan.29 installation Mass at 
StJoseph Co-Cathedral in Burlington. 

"My brothers and sisters, I 
challenge myself and you to 
follow the Lord's lead to 'go 
out.' We are no longer the 
church of the establishment 
in which if we just open our 
doors and ring the bells peo­
ple will come. That is not 
happening," he said. 

"In fact, we are opening our 
doors and people are not 
coming. They are leaving," he 

continued. "We have to 
change the paradigm from 
that of the church of the es­
tablishment to that of a mis­
sionary church, one that has 
to go out and engage the 
wider community in our on­
going acts of Christian mercy 
and in our words and conver­
sation." 

Boston Cardinal Sean P. O'­
Malley presided over the in-

stallation and said the 
bishop could count on his 
friendship and prayers as he 
embarked on his new min­
istry in jesus' name. 

Obituaries 

Msgr. Angelo Accattino, 
first counselor at the apos­
tolic nunciature in Washing­
ton, read the apostolic 
mandate by which Pope 
Francis appointed Bishop 
Coyne to be bishop of 
Burlington, which covers the 
state of Vermont. 

When Bishop Coyne ac­
cepted the mandate, he was 
handed a crosier, a sign of 
his office; it belonged to the 
first bishop of Burlington, 
Bishop Louis de Goesbriand. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 
Redford - Francis J."Bud" Butler, 84; Fu­
neral Services Jan. 28, 2015 at Church of 
the Assumption; burial in parish ceme­
tery. 

Ticonderoga - Josephine (Parillo) 
Gowett, 91; Funeral Services at St. Mary's 
Church. 

Follow Pope Francis on 
Twitter! 

www.twitter.comjPontifex 

W#Pontifex 

Watertown -Theresa J. (Bocciolatt) 
Capone, 81; Funeral Services Jan. 26, 
2015 at Holy Family Church; burial in 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Katherine E. "Gran" (Burns) 
Heatherington, 93; Funeral Services Jan. 
30,2015 at Holy Family Church; burial in 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

GO GREEN! 
lIeccive Ihe NCC in your e-mail IJVliry 

Mo nday where ever you are in Ihe world . 
[,-mail cw'lrd@tiioogtienshurg.org 

10 sign up loday. 

Watertown - Janice M. Major, 81; Funeral 
Services at Holy Family Church. 

Watertown - Frank J. Pepe, 90; Funeral 
Services Feb. 2, 201 5 at Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart Church; burial in Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

Westville - Richard Norman Burnell, 55; 
Funeral Services Jan. 31, 2015 at Our 
Lady of Fatima Church; burial in St. 
Mary's Cemetery, Brushton. 

Willsboro - Mary (White) Feltt, 86; Fu­
neral Jan. 28, 2015 at St. Philip's Church; 
burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

He succeeds Bishop Salva­
tore R. Matano, who was in­
stalled last january as the 
ninth bishop of Rochester, 
New York. 

A native of Woburn, Massa­
chusetts, which is in the 
Archdiocese of Boston, 
Bishop Coyne was a profes­
sor of sacred liturgy and 
homiletics at St. john Semi­
nary in Brighton, Massachu­
setts, from 1994-2003 and 
adjunct faculty from 2003-

2006. 
He was director of the Of­

fice of Worship for the Arch­
diocese of Boston from 
2000-2002 and secretary for 
communications/principal 
spokesman for the archdio­
cese from 2002-2005. 

When he was named to 
lead the Burlington Diocese 
in December, Bishop Coyne 
had been auxiliary bishop of 
Indianapolis since january 
2011. 

He was apostolic adminis­
trator of the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis from September 
2011 to December 2012, 
after Archbishop Daniel M. 
Buechlein retired early for 
health reasons and until 
Archbishop joseph W. Tobin 
was named to head the arch­
diocese. 

Bishop Coyne is chairman­
elect of the communications 
committee of the U.S. Con­
ference of Catholic Bishops; 
he will succeed Bishop john 
C. Wester of Salt Lake City in 
November 2015 and serve a 
three-year term as chairman. 
He also is a member of the 
USCCB's Committee on Evan­
gelization and Catechesis, a 
subcommittee on lay eccle­
sial ministry and the sub­
committee for the Catholic 
Communication Campaign. 

Father Timothy Naples, a 
pastor, said the bishop will 
"definitely be a good influ­
ence for reaching out in new 
ways and using more tech­
nology." 

He said because today's 
technology makes it possible 
to reach out to more people, 
he hopes Bishop Coyne can 
encourage all parishes and 
all Catholics to use it more, 
but added that not everyone 
can be reached by social 
media so more traditional 
means are still necessary. 

The bishop began using 
social media when he was a 
parish priest, finding it a suc­
cessful way to communicate . 
"If you're going to engage 
people and get the message 
out," digital media is an ef­
fective tool, he said at a press 
conference before the Mass 
of Installation. 


